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That’s certainly true in the Catholic 
mind, at least. The Sacred Heart, a 
bleeding anatomical heart pierced 
by a cross, is one of the foremost 
Catholic symbols. No church is 
complete without an elaborate 
depiction of the Stations of the 
Cross, or a beautiful, writhing 
Christ as its figurehead. We 
celebrate all aspects of Christ, but 
aesthetically, his tortuous death 
is what captures the imagination. 
I found this both frightening 
and fascinating growing up - a 
masochism of my own. 

These 31 pieces, created during 
Inktober 2019, were an attempt to 
recapture those feelings and play 
with them. Traditional depictions 
of martyrs are beautiful, but 
often staid. There’s little of the 
passion and zeal of the devotee, 
the terror and bliss she must have 
felt in those last moments before, 
hopefully, meeting her maker. Of 
course, I hope you will find the 
art in this book beautiful, but but 
better yet, I hope it will make you 
feel something hard to describe, 
deep down in your gut. 

Beauty is pain.































































G.C. Houle is a French-Canadian 
comic artist currently residing in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. They love 
telling funny, feel-good love stories 
about queer people, in every sense 
of the word “queer.” 

Drawing a bunch of saints being 
tortured to death was a bit of a left 
turn, on that front.

To view their body of work,
visit gchoule.com.
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